
The whole of our house 
is filled with light

With two small children, Liz and 
Padraig Nolan were finding their 
1970s house in Drogheda a little 

cramped. They needed more space and 
when Liz’s parents offered them a site for 
building a new house, it sounded like the 
perfect solution. Both Liz and Padraig are 
from farming backgrounds and Padraig in 
particular relished the idea of a move back 
to the open countryside. Liz was a little 

sorry to leave a good neighbourhood and 
her lovely neighbours, but loved the idea 
of building their own home.

Their architect, Kieran Lally, helped to 
select the best site for building and the 
couple gave him a brief for the design of 
their new home. ‘The site is beautiful, 
in rolling countryside and we wanted to 
take full advantage of that by building a 
house that looked outwards, with glazing 

Liz and Padraig Nolan made sure that their new-build home made the most  
of the views of the countryside
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Liz had a seating area created 
by extending the worktop, 

leaving space to tuck  
away stools.

Good idea!
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For stockists see page 120

COME ON IN...

The home
A four-bedroom architect-designed new-
build, in Termonfeckin, Co. Louth, completed 
in 2013.

Who Lives here?  
Liz Nolan, a catering manager, her husband, 
Padraig Nolan, a telecommunications 
consultant/engineer, their children, Conor, 
seven, and Eilis, four. 

Any bArgAin Finds?  
‘The two armchairs in the living room were 
bought in a charity shop for £40, we had 
them reupholstered for £75.’ 

Where do you shop? 
‘We love to pick up bits and pieces on travels, 
we honeymooned in Malaysia and ended up 
bringing home five lamps in our cases!’

     Liz enjoys 
sitting at the 
marble table 
from Arnotts, 
to browse her 
cookery books 
for new ideas. 
The yellow 
Tolix-style chairs 
are from harvey 
norman and the 
bookcase is from 
hi style 

to frame the views and rooms following 
the path of the sun, so that the whole 
house is filled with light,’ explains Liz. 
‘Our bedroom faces east for the morning 
light, the family area has south and west 
light and the living room east, west and 
south light.’  

      Liz’s smart, hardworking, kitchen was 
designed and supplied by robert mooney 
Custom built Furniture. The Tolix barstools 
were found on ebay. The limestone floor 
tiles thoughout the main living area 
are from The natural Tile and marble 
Company

     The large dining table is from Arnotts and is fantastic for entertaining friends and 
family. The contemporary chairs are from Cult Furniture

The couple 
wanted a large, 
o p e n - p l a n 
family area on 
the ground floor 
to encompass 
living/kitchen/
dining, and a 
smaller, separate 
quarters with 
living room and 
bedroom with an 

en suite for guests or, longer term, parents 
or teenagers. Architect Kieran Lally came 
up with the proposal of the double-height 
living room with a mezzanine library area, 
an idea which the couple loved.

‘We had saved quite a lot towards 
the build and we allocated our budget 
carefully,’ says Liz. ‘Then once the bones 
of the house were there, I also started to 
put together the elements of the décor, 
bit by bit, so that they would be ready 
when the build was finished. For instance, 
I had the windows measured roughly for 
the curtains, agreed the fabric and 
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‘This is a very lived-in 
house, not at all precious,  
but warm and welcoming.’

    ‘our architect designed the stairs 
and recommended two tradesmen and 
between them they came up with a 
beautiful feature.’ The stairs were designed 
by Kieran Lally, and the steel and glass 
elements were supplied by peter martin 
engineering in newry, Co. down. The 
timber treads and bannister are from 
Fitzsimons staircases, Kells, Co. meath

    The mustard-coloured side table is from  
TK maxx, while the coffee table, white 
console table and glass display cabinet are 
all from ikea. Liz found the glass table and 
armchair from hi style 

‘This is the grown-ups’ room – we like to sit with a book or the sunday papers and enjoy the quiet.’ The 
armchairs were bought in a charity shop and reupholstered. The sofas, rugs, and the walnut flooring are 
all from Wogan’s interiors in drogheda, while the coffee table and display cabinet are all from hi style in 
drogheda. Liz has accessorised with cushions and throws from TK maxx, ikea and murtaghs of drogheda
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price, and then paid them off a little 
at a time so that all that was left to do was 
for the final measurements to be taken; 
the curtains were already paid for when it 
was time for them to go in. It’s impossible 
to do too much research! Once the build 
starts, things happen very quickly. I never 
imagined for a minute or thought about 
how I wanted the windows to open! 
Sometimes these decisions are needed 
much earlier than you expect.’ 

The kitchen was a very important part 
of the house for Liz, a catering manager 
by profession, who loves to cook and 
entertain. ‘Because I have a catering 
background, I prefer a very clean-cut 
kitchen to work in, with good storage and 
absolutely no clutter’, says Liz.  ‘I also 
knew that I wanted the units in a strong 
grey colour, I love both the colour and 
the way that other colours pop against it.’ 
Robert Mooney Custom Built Furniture 
was a fortunate recommendation for Liz, 

Liz has complemented designer 
pieces with high street 

finds, such as cushions from 
Homebase and Ikea.

Good idea!

she found 
the company 
f i r s t - c l a s s 
with very high 
s t a n d a r d s . 
‘Robert was 
great to 
work with, 
full of interesting ideas and completely 
committed to the project. We worked the 
whole thing out together, and I really am 
so happy with the result,’ says Liz.  

    Liz’s pink Terrance Conran sofa takes 
centre stage in the Tv area, alongside an 
eames chair from Cult Furniture. The Arco 
lamp was a gift

    ‘This area 
isn’t finished 
yet, i would 
like to have a 
nice sofa to sit 
on and relax 
while looking 
at the view.’ 
The carpet 
throughout 
most of the 
house is from 
TC matthews 
dunleer, and 
the green 
eiffel chair 
was found at 
Cult Furniture
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‘The site is beautiful, in rolling countryside,  
and we wanted to take full advantage of that  

by building a house that looked outward.’

    The wallpaper in the 
guest bathroom is Trip from 
Albany’s Festival collection, 
from Wallpaperdirect.com. 
The basin, vanity unit and 

WC are all from Fieaga bath 
and Tile. The floor tiles are 

from The natural Tile  
and marble Company  

and the chandelier  
was bought at homebase

    Liz found the bathroom 
suite from Fieaga bath 
and Tile in drogheda. The 
grey floor and wall tiles 
are both from The natural 
Tile and marble Company, 
also in drogheda. brightly 
coloured towels from ikea 
complement the scheme

Liz used a deep navy and cream orla 
Kiely wallpaper and velvet curtains, 
from murtaghs of drogheda, for a rich, 
luxurious feel. The bedside tables, bed 
linen and throws are all from ikea, while 
the boxer cushion is from TK maxx



5IdEas tO stEal

WonderFuL 
WALLs
This eye-catching wallpaper 
makes a real statement in 
the guest bathroom.

Trip wallpaper from Albany 
Festival collection, £18 per 
roll, Wallpaperdirect.com

YH

‘I love that it is low-key, not too 
‘kitcheny’, and the splashback/
storage wall was an inspired 
idea, it’s perfect for whisking 
everything out of sight, but 
keeping it all close to hand.’

The staircase was another 
element of the build that 
worked out particularly well, 
starting out with a picture that 
Liz spotted in a magazine. ‘I really liked 
the openness and sculptural look of the 
staircase in the photograph, and showed 
it to the architect. He designed a similar 
one and the steelwork and glass were made 
by an engineering company, with a local 
company that makes timber staircases 
supplying the treads and bannister. The 
two companies worked really well together 
and I think the result is stunning,’ says Liz.

Next on the list is to concentrate on the 
outside garden area, ‘I’d like to create an 
outside cooking area, with pizza oven and 
barbecue. Also, a glass house for growing 
our own and propagating plants, some 

‘We kept Conor’s room very simple 
as boys’ interests change quickly; 

two years down the line he has 
probably really grown out of it 

already. our next project will be to 
update it to his new interests, like 

football!’ Liz picked up the bed, 
red rug and tote bags from ikea. 

The red rocker chair is from  
Cult Furniture

more planting of trees, and a vegetable and 
fruit garden,’ explains Liz.

‘Now that our home is more or less 
finished inside, the thing I love most about 
it is the fantastic sense of space,’ says Liz. 
Even on a rainy day, the children have 
plenty of space to run about and play, and 
we find that instead of planning trips to 
get out at the weekend, we prefer to stay 
at home. This is a very lived-in house, not 
at all precious, but warm and welcoming. 
We are looking forward to enjoying it, 
and seeing the children grow, and how 
the house changes around us as we grow  
into it.’

Liz has kept the majority of 
the décor very neutral, adding 
vibrant colour with accessories 

where needed.

Good idea!

    The striped window blind  
is from murtaghs of drogheda 
and helps to tie the red, white 
and blue colour scheme in 
Conor’s room together

ZesTy hues
Liz has used hints of citrus colours around her 
home, including a vibrant orange throw in 
the bedroom.

QuirKy 
TouChes
Introduce a few  
fun characters to 
your décor.

mr Fox 120070 
fabric from melinki 
one collection, £28 
per m, Scion

Zigzag 
blanket, 
£55, 
Aspace

CoLourFuL Kids
Liz has kept her designer-led style even in the 
children’s rooms.

eames-style rAr 
rocker chair, £44, 

Mini Eden

sTyLish seATing
Liz has a collection of 
contemporary seating 
throughout her home, 
which keeps the spaces  
up-to-date.

marseille metal dining 
chair in sulphur yellow, 
£49, Tesco Direct


